Chapter V
THE CONDITIONS OF INVENTIVENESS
¥ wte saw In the last chapter that progress,, far from being
VV universal is extremely limited in its incidence both in
time and space, and that the normal condition of human
groups is one not of progress but of stagnation or decay.
Yet the human race has made a vast number of inventions
and discoveries, many of which are thousands of years old.
The origin of the older inventions is lost in the past, and
the reconstruction of their history must be largely hypo-
thetical. For certain inventions we shaU later on make the
attempt; meanwhile let us consider the conditions under
which inventions might come to be made.
We are often told that primitive man discovered this,
invented that, or evolved the other, but those who tell us
this never explain whether it was done by one primitive
man once, by a hundred or a thousand primitive men at
various times, or whether all primitive men went through
stages in which they did these things. Mr. H. G. Wells,
for example (The Work, Wealth and Happiness of Mankind^
p. 36), teEs us that cthe herdsman, the builder, the cultivator,
were already latent in the watchful, ingenious, early human
wanderer. Already, before his economic life developed, he
was talking, he was imitating, he was in his manner experi-
menting'. Was this early human wanderer the ancestor of
the Australian blacks, and if so how is it that they are neither
herdsmen, builders, nor cultivators?
We are told by another writer (Ency. Brit.y voL xviii,
p. 358) that 'some original genius of the tribe found that by
starting to build up his pot on the flattened side of a boulder
he could turn his support so as to bring every part in succession
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